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the strong commitment, compassion, 
and care nurses display in the practice 
of their profession. 

Registered Nurses, or RNs, are the 
largest segment of the health care 
workforce, with 3.1 million RNs, and 
that number is growing. RNs meet 
Americans’ health care needs on every 
level. They provide preventive care, 
such as screenings and immunizations; 
they diagnose, treat, and help to man-
age chronic illnesses; and they help pa-
tients make critical health decisions 
every day. But most importantly, 
nurses take the time to care for each 
patient during a difficult time in their 
or their family’s lives. 
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We have plenty of evidence that hir-
ing more nurses leads directly to im-
proved quality care and patient out-
comes. 

We have seen study after study show-
ing this connection, including a recent 
analysis showing that one out of every 
four unanticipated events that leads to 
death or injury are related to nurse 
understaffing; yet we continue to see 
nurses understaffed at medical facili-
ties. 

Nurses around the country have iden-
tified understaffing as the single most 
important barrier they face in pro-
viding quality care to their patients. It 
is also a barrier to quality improve-
ment and efforts to reduce preventable 
readmissions. 

I have introduced legislation called 
the Safe Nurse Staffing for Patient 
Safety and Quality Care Act, which 
would help solve this serious problem 
by establishing a Federal minimum 
standard in all hospitals for direct care 
registered nurse to patient staffing ra-
tios. 

This problem is not confined to hos-
pitals. Nursing homes are currently re-
quired to only have a direct care nurse 
on staff 8 hours a day. This simply 
makes no sense. Patients are in these 
facilities 24 hours a day and need ac-
cess to round-the-clock nursing care. 
That is why I have introduced the Put 
a Registered Nurse in the Nursing 
Home Act. 

We should be thanking nurses, who 
are considered the most ethical of our 
healthcare system, and I applaud them. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 16 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WALKER) at 2 p.m. 

PRAYER 

Reverend Andrew Walton, Capitol 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

As the gavel sounds and a new day of 
business begins, we pause to acknowl-
edge the eternal, creative, redemptive 
spirit of life that unites all people, 
transcending political persuasion, per-
sonal bias, or cultural creed. 

We come seeking the wisdom of the 
ages that points us away from easy 
choices of rigid certitude that divide 
and separate but, rather, guides us to-
ward challenging compromises of flexi-
ble possibility that connect and unite. 

May we seek a common good where 
all people know freedom, equality, jus-
tice, and mercy; a common good 
grounded in compassion, gratitude, and 
generosity. May we remember we are 
one human family in which the pain of 
one is the pain of all and the joy of one 
is the joy of all. 

May we find this common good in the 
conversations, deliberations, and 
achievements of this day and in the 
countless opportunities that come our 
way each and every day. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

EASTERN EUROPE PROMOTES 
PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, I was grateful to 
participate in a congressional delega-
tion with congressional colleagues 
MADELEINE BORDALLO and REID RIBBLE, 
coordinated ably by Army Majors 
Bobby Cox and Jimmy Crook, to visit 
dynamic Eastern European allies. 

In the Czech Republic, it was heart-
warming to see the affection for Amer-
ica at Pilsen upon the 70th anniversary 
of their liberation by the U.S. Army. 

M.K. Air Base in Romania is a sym-
bol of growing Romanian-U.S. defense 
cooperation. The heroic and coura-
geous leaders at Kiev, Ukraine, were 
unified in facing Putin’s aggression 
where 7,000 civilians have been killed. 

Georgia’s proven partnership with 
NATO is confirmed with extraordinary 
service by their military for freedom 
and democracy. The Novo Selo training 
base in Bulgaria is world class, with 
young Bulgarians and Americans work-
ing side by side to promote peace 
through strength. 

In each country, we were welcomed 
by dedicated U.S. Ambassadors, with 
talented Embassy personnel, pro-
moting warm relationships with the 
new emerging democracies for the mu-
tual benefit of all citizens. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and the President by his actions should 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terror. 

f 

LET’S PASS THE HIGHWAY AND 
TRANSIT TRUST FUND BILL 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, House Republican leadership’s 
culture of governing crisis to crisis is 
endangering hundreds of thousands of 
American jobs and thousands of crit-
ical construction projects across the 
country. 

There are only 7 legislative days left 
until the highway and transit trust 
fund expires on May 31, but there is no 
plan yet to act. According to the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, 660,000 good- 
paying construction jobs are hanging 
in the balance; 6,000 critical construc-
tion projects across the country are 
also being threatened. 

For too long, we have been stuck in 
these short-term patches that fail to 
meet the challenges of our Nation’s 
crumbling roads and bridges as other 
nations, our competitors, advance their 
infrastructure and pass us by leaps and 
bounds. 

We have got to get to work to fixing 
America’s crumbling roads and bridges. 
It is the job of the Congress to do this. 
We need to do our job. 

We continue to wait, as Democrats, 
for a plan that we can work together 
on to rebuild our crumbling infrastruc-
ture. It is up to the Republican leader-
ship to act, and I am calling upon them 
to do just that. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Na-
tional Police Week, when we remember 
the sacrifice of our Nation’s law en-
forcement officers killed in the line of 
duty. 

This year’s commemoration falls dur-
ing a time of heightened tension be-
tween our officers and the civilians 
they have sworn to protect, and it 
serves as a solemn reminder to all of us 
the importance of communication, 
duty, and mutual respect. 
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Today and every day, we honor the 

lives of our fallen, including Officer 
Tommy Decker, of Cold Spring, Min-
nesota, who was killed in the line of 
duty in 2012 while doing a welfare 
check. 

May they have eternal rest; may 
their legacy of service to their commu-
nities live on, and may those they left 
behind find comfort and peace. 

Blessed are the peacemakers. 

f 

THE BAD HABIT OF PATCH 
FUNDING 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, we are 
getting a bad habit of patch funding in 
6-month increments what traditionally 
has been a 6-year surface transpor-
tation bill. Virtually no major projects 
are underway in the Nation as a result. 
Six-month patch funding has produced 
patch roadwork. 

Worse, road and bridge funding, in 
turn, is delaying billions of dollars in 
development that can’t get started 
without new roads. 

The Washington Post showcased our 
example featuring overhaul of Union 
Station, which cannot proceed without 
a new bridge. 

Transportation funding delay is stop-
ping a lot more than transportation in-
frastructure. Our districts need long- 
term reauthorization. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM VETERANS 
ADVOCATE OF THE OFFICE OF 
THE 18TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF ILLINOIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Veterans Advocate of 
the Office of the 18th Congressional 
District of Illinois: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Central District of Illi-
nois. 

I have determined that compliance with 
the subpoena is consistent with the privi-
leges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL GILMORE, 

Veterans Advocate (IL–18). 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 12, 2015 at 9:38 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 651. 

That the Senate passed S. 179. 
That the Senate passed S. 136. 
That the Senate passed S. 994. 
That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 16. 
Appointments: 
Board of Directors of Office of Compliance. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

MELANOMA AND SKIN CANCER DE-
TECTION AND PREVENTION 
MONTH 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, May is 
Melanoma and Skin Cancer Detection 
and Prevention Month. 

One person dies of melanoma every 
hour. There will be over 73,000 new 
cases of invasive melanoma in the 
United States this year. Early detec-
tion is crucial to prevention. 

I would like to highlight a very brave 
constituent of mine, McKenna 
Fitzpatrick. She is in the fourth grade 
at Seven Oaks Elementary School and 
bravely faced skin cancer. 

Despite being so young, she detected 
her skin cancer early, had a biopsy, 
dealt with her diagnosis, and overcame 
the challenges. McKenna’s experience 
is a testament to the virtue of early de-
tection. 

Take care of yourself when you are 
outside or any other time you may be 
exposed to UV light. This is extremely 
important for residents of Florida and 
people across the Nation. This summer, 
enjoy the beach safely and responsibly. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, a 
new global record was set last week, 
but this is not a good record. The at-
mospheric concentration of carbon di-
oxide surpassed 400 parts per million 
for an entire month. This is the first 
time we have reached these levels in 
over 800,000 years. This is a serious and 
a potent reminder that we have not yet 
acted on climate change. 

The last time CO2 concentrations 
were this high, the world was a hotter 
place. There were forests in the Arctic, 
and sea levels were meters higher than 
they are today. 

Our planet is telling us that climate 
change is happening. We owe it to our 

constituents to put aside partisan dif-
ferences and to begin to work on solu-
tions to this global problem. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF 
FLOYD SIMPSON 

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
am here today to honor a friend who 
recently died in a motorcycle accident. 
On May 3, in my hometown of Corpus 
Christi, our police chief, Floyd Simp-
son, died. 

Originally from Chicago, Chief Simp-
son felt drawn to Texas. As a 25-year 
veteran of the Dallas Police Depart-
ment before moving to Corpus Christi, 
Chief Simpson established a reputation 
as a ‘‘legend in the department,’’ and 
according to his peers, he was an out-
standing ‘‘human being, husband, and 
father.’’ 

He was a great communicator, regu-
larly appearing on the radio and at 
community events throughout the 
Coastal Bend. In his interview for the 
job of chief of police, Corpus Christi 
City Manager Ron Olson asked him to 
describe his values. Chief Simpson re-
plied that faith comes first, family sec-
ond, and everything else comes after 
that. 

In the wake of Chief Simpson’s pass-
ing, State and local officials are com-
ing together to make State Highway 
361 safer. Even in death, he will con-
tinue to help keep others safe. 

My heart and prayers go out to 
Tanya, Chief Simpson’s wife of 27 
years, and his children. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1601 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YOUNG of Iowa) at 4 
o’clock and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON H.R. 2250, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Appropriations, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
114–110) on the bill (H.R. 2250) making 
appropriations for the Legislative 
Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the Union Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 
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